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Claims: 

What is claimed is: 

1 . A system for administering incentive offers comprising: 
a centralized repository 110, 

a maintenance engine 120 In communication with the centralized repository for 
facilitating the maintenance of the repository 110, 

and a retrieval engine 130 in communication with the centralized repository 110 
for facilitating the Identification and retrieval of an offer 160, 

M 

g said centralized repository 110 being configured to store a plurality of offers 160. 

2. A system as in Claim 1 , said maintenance engine 120 being adapted to 
cooperate with an administrator 199 to create, modify, or delete an offer 160 stored 

W 

yj within the centralized repository 110. 

P 

g 

3. A system as in Claim 1, said maintenance engine 120 being further 
adapted to provide a security mechanism 122 to authenticate a merchant 198 
before granting access to the merchant 198. 

4. A system as in Claim 3, said security mechanism 122 being configured to 
limit access to a specific merchant or group of merchants 198 whereby the security 
mechanism 122 enables the maintenance engine 120 to safeguard the 
confidentiality of data 160 within the repository, preventing data 160 from being 
disclosed in an unauthorized or undesirable manner. 
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5. A system as in Claim 2, said system being configured to facilitate review 
and approval of new offers 160 through one or more reviewing entity 190. 

6. A system as in Claim 5, said reviewing entity 190 including one or more 
legal administrator 192. 

7. A system as in Claim 5, said reviewing entity 190 including one or more 
marketing administrator 1 94. 

M 

P 8. A system as in Claim 5, said reviewing entity 190 including one or more 
p designated merchant 196. 

m 

}% 9. A system as in Claim 1 , said maintenance engine 120 being configured to 

Q 

p facilitate tracking of times a particular offer 1 60 has been sought or retrieved. 

yi 

10. A system as in Claim 1 , said maintenance engine 120 being configured to 
facilitate tracking of times a particular class of offers has been sought or retrieved. 

11. A system as in Claim 1 , said maintenance engine 120 being configured to 
facilitate export of a report in accordance with a predetermined set of criteria. 

12. A system as in Claim 1, said retrieval engine 130 being configured to 
facilitate presenting of offers 160 via a webpage. 
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A system as in Claim 1, said retrieval engine 130 including a search tool 



14. A system as in Claim 13, said search tool 132 being configured to facilitate 
identification of an offer or set of offers 160 in accordance with specified search 
criteria. 



15. A system as in Claim 13, said search tool 132 configured to facilitate 
j^J identification of an offer or set of offers 1 60 in accordance with multiple search 
6j criteria. 

m 

fy 1 6. A system as In Claim 1 , said retrieval engine 1 30 including a retrieval tool 

h 134. 

hi 

u 

p 17. A system as in Claim 16, said retrieval tool 134 being configured to facilitate 
retrieval of an offer 1 60. 



18. A system as in Claim 17, said retrieval tool 134 being configured to facilitate 
retrieval of an offer 160 in accordance a search request configured by a user. 

19. A system as in Claim 17, said retrieval tool 134 being configured to facilitate 
retrieval of an offer 160, said offer including parameters defined by a user. 

20. A system as in Claim 17, said retrieval tool 134 being configured to facilitate 
retrieval of an offer 160, said offer including only parameters defined by a user. 
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21 . A system as in Claim 1 , said retrieval engine 130 being configured to 
facilitate generation of a report 138 describing offers contained within the repository 
110. 



22. A system as in Claim 1 , said retrieval engine 130 being configured to 
facilitate generation of a report 138 describing times an offer has been retrieved. 



23. A system as in Claim 1 , said retrieval engine 130 being configured to 
facilitate modification of an offer in accordance with a predetermined set of rules. 



jMj 24. The system of Claim 1 wherein said offer details 1 64 include an offer 

Q identifier 165, an offer promotion identifier 166, an offer type 167, a description of 

U 

a qualifying offerees 1 68, and a definition of offer terms 1 69. 

yi 
m 
Hi 

25. The system of Claim 1 wherein said offer details 164 include a merchant 
name 170. 



26. The system of Claim 1 wherein said offer details 1 64 include a trademark 
identifying the target merchant or the target goods 1 71 . 

27. The system of Claim 1 wherein said offer details 164 include merchant 
demographics 172. 
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28. The system of Claim 1 wherein said offer details 1 64 include an offer 
category identifier 173. 

29. The system of Claim 1 wherein said offer details 164 include a merchant 
type identifier 174. 

30. The system of Claim 1 wherein said offer details 164 include a geographic 
location identifier 175. 

31 . The system of Claim 1 wherein said offer details 1 64 include a target 

m 

product or service identifier 1 76. 

m 
h« 
iij 

32. The system of Claim 1 wherein said offer details 164 include a description 



y 
a 



of a term of the offer 1 77. 

33. The system of Claim 1 wherein said offer details 164 include a definition of 
the term for displaying the offer 178. 

34. The system of Claim 1 wherein said offer details 1 64 include key word(s) 
179. 

35. The system of Claim 1 wherein said offer details 164 include SKU/UPC 
information 180. 
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36. The system of Claim 1 wherein said offer details 1 64 include customer 
service telephone number 181. 

37. A method of administering an incentive offer storage and retrieval process 
comprising the steps of: 

providing a centralized repository 1 10, a maintenance engine 120 in 
communication with the centralized repository 110 for facilitating the maintenance of 
the repository 110, and a retrieval engine 130 in communication with the centralized 

N repository 1 1 0 for facilitating the identification and retrieval of an offer 1 60, said 

W3 

y centralized repository 1 1 0 being configured to store a plurality of offers 1 60; 

M 

m said maintenance engine 120 performing a database maintenance process 

llj (step 320); and 

P said retrieval engine 1 30 retrieving offers 1 60 in conformance with a 

M request 140 from a user 1 50. 

U1 
C3 

ru 
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